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Atlanta Harm Reduction Coalition

Â Located in the English Avenue Neighborhood, AKA òThe Bluffó

Â Community based prevention and wellness organization committed to the 
overall health and well-being of marginalized individuals and communities

Â Committed to helping people empower themselves for the betterment of 
their current situation in their own time

Â Provide risk reduction to at-risk individuals for Hepatitis, HIV/AIDS, and 
other STDs

Â Assessments and referrals for substance abuse & housing

Â Free, confidential HIV testing, counseling, and group sessions

Â Free Hepatitis A & B vaccinations and Syphilis testing

Â Open houses w/ movies and snacks

Â Bi-weekly outreach sessions with needle exchange, condom distribution, and 
other clean paraphernalia

Â Clothing closet, showers, meals

Â Group sessions targeting drug use and domestic violence

Â Working to develop a Naloxone overdose prevention program to save lives
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Â The risk of contagious disease infection from being cut or punctured by 
contaminated needles and other sharp instruments appears to be very 
low. However, many employees are concerned about such incidents and 
the following procedures are to be utilized to protect employees when 
conducting searches and handling evidence suspected of contamination:

Â Whenever possible and safe to do so, ask suspects to empty their own 
pockets

Â If searching a purse, carefully empty contents directly from purse, by 
turning it upside down over a table

Â Whenever possible, use long-handled mirrors and flashlight to search 
hidden areas

Â If it is necessary to search manually, always wear protective gloves and feel 
very slowly and carefully

Â Use puncture-proof containers to store sharp instruments and clearly 
marked plastic bags to store other possible contaminated items

Â Use tape - never metal staples - when packaging evidence.



Infectious Diseases That Pose Risks

ÂHuman Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV)

ÂAcquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS)

ÂHepatitis B

ÂHepatitis C

ÂTuberculosis (TB)





HIV/AIDS

Â The CDC estimates that over 1 million people are living with HIV in the 
United States

Â 17,157 individuals are infected with AIDS in Atlanta and Atlanta ranks 10th in 
the country

Â 1 in 5 people (21%) are unaware of their HIV status

Â Every 9 ½ minutes someone in the United States is infected with HIV

Â HIV is the precursor to AIDS and HIV kills or damages cells of the immune 
system, progressively destroying the bodyõs ability to fight infections and 
certain cancers 

Â Transmitted through bodily fluids (semen, vaginal secretions, blood, breast 
milk)

Â HIV can enter the body through the lining of body cavities, broken skin, 
cuts/open sores or needles

Â Healthy skin is an excellent barrier against HIV, as it is unable to enter 
unbroken skin

Â There is currently no vaccine to prevent HIV, but the virus is 
treatable/manageable with Anti-Retroviral Drugs (ARV)





Hepatitis A & B & C

Â Causes inflammation and damage to the liver

Â Hepatitis A is usually transmitted through poor food handling 
practices and direct contact with feces of infected individuals. 85% of 
people recover from Hepatitis A within 3 months

Â There are a series of vaccinations available to prevent Hepatitis A

Â Hepatitis B & C can be transmitted by direct contact with blood, 
sexual contact with an infected person, sharing needles while using 
drugs, tattoo or piercings with dirty needles or inadvertent needle stick

Â Risk of contracting Hepatitis B & C is higher than contracting HIV 
from an inadvertent needle stick due to the heartiness of the virus, 
which can live outside the body up to four (4) day and the large 
portion of the population that has the virus (approx. 1.25 million w/ 
HepB and approx. 4 million with HepC)

Â A series of three (3) vaccinations is available to prevent Hepatitis B

Â There is currently no vaccination series for Hepatitis C, but with 
proper treatment, there is a 90% recovery rate


